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                Here is the summary of Once Upon a Christmas by Ciara Knight Kiss

Once upon a Christmas in a small, snow-covered village, there was a feeling of magic in the air. The cobblestone streets glistened with a fresh blanket of snow, and the quaint cottages were adorned with twinkling lights and wreaths. It was a time when the whole village came alive with joy and goodwill, and at the heart of it all was the spirit of togetherness.

In the center of the village stood a grand old oak tree, its branches heavy with snow and its leaves long gone, but its presence as majestic as ever. Beneath the tree, the villagers gathered for the annual Christmas tree lighting ceremony. Children eagerly clutched hot cocoa, and families huddled together, their breath visible in the frosty air.

As the clock struck six, the mayor, a jolly man named Mr. Higgins, stepped forward, holding a golden ornament. He announced, “Ladies and gentlemen, it is time to light the Christmas tree and usher in the holiday season with love and unity.”

The crowd cheered, and the golden ornament was placed on the tree’s highest branch. It burst into a warm, golden glow, illuminating the square with its radiant light. The villagers gasped in awe and delight, and the children’s faces lit up with wonder.

But amid the joy, there was one cottage at the edge of the square that remained dark and silent. It belonged to Clara, a widow who had lost her husband the previous Christmas. Since then, she had struggled to find the holiday spirit, and this year, her heart felt especially heavy.

Clara’s daughter, Lily, had tried everything to lift her mother’s spirits. She had adorned their cottage with lights and garlands, baked cookies, and played cheerful carols on the piano. But nothing seemed to bring the sparkle back to Clara’s eyes.

On the eve of Christmas, Lily had an idea. She gathered a group of her friends and neighbors, and they embarked on a secret mission to decorate Clara’s cottage. They strung lights around the windows, hung ornaments on the front porch, and placed a beautiful wreath on the door. It was a labor of love, and as they worked, they whispered stories of Clara’s kindness and the love she had always shared with the village.

As they finished their decorating, Lily stepped back to admire their handiwork. The cottage now sparkled with the magic of Christmas, and she couldn’t wait to see her mother’s reaction.

On Christmas morning, Clara awoke to the sound of carolers singing outside her window. She wiped away a tear as she listened to their joyful voices, feeling a glimmer of hope in her heart. She followed the sound to her front door and opened it to find a group of her friends and neighbors gathered there, holding gifts and wearing warm smiles.

“We wanted you to know how much you mean to all of us,” Lily said, handing her mother a beautifully wrapped package.

Clara unwrapped the gift to find a framed photograph of her and her late husband, taken during a past Christmas celebration. Tears welled up in her eyes as she held the cherished memory close to her heart.

The villagers shared stories of their own memories with Clara, of the times she had helped them through difficult moments and brightened their lives with her kindness. Clara felt overwhelmed by the love and warmth that surrounded her.

Later that evening, as the village gathered once more beneath the grand old oak tree, Clara stood beside her daughter, holding the framed photograph. The tree was even more magnificent this year, its branches adorned with ornaments and lights that symbolized the love and unity of the village.

As Mr. Higgins began the countdown to light the tree, Clara closed her eyes and made a silent wish. When she opened them, the tree sparkled with a brilliance that seemed to come from the hearts of the villagers themselves.

In that moment, Clara felt her spirit lift, and the magic of Christmas filled her soul once more. She realized that the love and kindness she had given to others over the years had come back to her in the most beautiful way.

As the villagers celebrated beneath the twinkling lights of the Christmas tree, Clara held her daughter close, grateful for the true meaning of the season – the gift of love and togetherness. In that small, snow-covered village, on that special Christmas Eve, Clara’s heart was filled with the warmth of the holiday spirit, and she knew that the magic of Christmas would live on in her heart forever.
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