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                Here is the summary of On My Naughty List by Julianne Baclayanto

Twas the night before Christmas, and all through the house, not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse. The stockings were hung by the chimney with care, in hopes that St. Nicholas soon would be there. The children were nestled all snug in their beds, while visions of sugarplums danced in their heads.

But in a small, snow-covered town, there was a peculiar case that had the whole community astir. The local post office had received a letter, not from a child with their Christmas wishes, but from a grown man named Mr. Jonathan Marlowe. In his letter, he had requested something highly unusual—he wanted to be put on Santa’s naughty list.

Mr. Marlowe was an elderly man with a stern demeanor and a reputation for being a bit of a curmudgeon. He lived alone in a creaky old house, rarely interacting with his neighbors. The townsfolk often whispered about his odd behavior and wondered why he was so distant from the rest of the community.

The postmaster, a kind and jovial fellow named Henry, was perplexed by Mr. Marlowe’s request. He couldn’t fathom why anyone would want to be on the naughty list, and so he decided to pay a visit to the reclusive man. As he walked through the snowy streets to Mr. Marlowe’s house, Henry pondered the mysterious letter.

Upon arriving at Mr. Marlowe’s doorstep, Henry was met with a frosty reception. The old man, peering through the cracked door, eyed Henry with suspicion. When Henry explained the purpose of his visit, Mr. Marlowe simply grumbled, “I have my reasons, and I don’t expect you to understand.”

Undeterred by the man’s unfriendly demeanor, Henry decided to spend some time with Mr. Marlowe, hoping to unravel the mystery behind his request. As they sat by the flickering fire, Mr. Marlowe began to open up. He shared stories of Christmases long past, of his youth filled with laughter and joy. But with the passing years, he had grown bitter and detached from the holiday spirit.

Mr. Marlowe revealed that he had been harboring a deep sense of regret. He had hurt people in his past, neglected relationships, and allowed the bitterness of life to consume him. The joy of the holiday season had long eluded him, and he wanted to make amends for the way he had lived his life.

Henry listened intently, recognizing that the old man’s heart was burdened with the weight of his actions. He saw the pain in Mr. Marlowe’s eyes and understood that the man was seeking a way to change his course, to be reminded of the goodness that he once knew.

With empathy in his heart, Henry decided to take it upon himself to help Mr. Marlowe find his way back to the Christmas spirit. They spent hours together, reminiscing about the magic of the season, and Henry shared stories of the kindness he had witnessed in their close-knit community.

As the days passed, the atmosphere in Mr. Marlowe’s home began to change. The scrooge-like facade began to crumble, and he started to reconnect with his neighbors. He attended the town’s tree lighting ceremony, helped decorate the streets, and even joined a group of carolers to sing at the local nursing home.

The townsfolk watched in amazement as Mr. Marlowe underwent a remarkable transformation. His actions were proof that it was never too late to change, to rekindle the spirit of Christmas and let go of past regrets. The community embraced him, and in turn, he found solace in their warmth and kindness.

As Christmas Eve arrived, Mr. Marlowe, Henry, and a group of neighbors gathered to sing carols at the town’s festive tree. The streets were illuminated with twinkling lights, and the joy of the season filled the air. Mr. Marlowe couldn’t help but smile as he joined in the song, his heart feeling lighter than it had in years.

When he returned home that night, there was a knock on his door. To his astonishment, he found a beautifully wrapped gift on his doorstep. The tag read, “To Jonathan, with love from your friends.”

As he unwrapped the gift, he found a photo album filled with pictures of the community’s shared moments during the holiday season. Tears welled up in Mr. Marlowe’s eyes as he realized the depth of the connections he had rekindled and the love he had found within his community.

On Christmas morning, there was another surprise waiting for Mr. Marlowe. A letter had arrived from the North Pole, bearing the seal of Santa Claus himself. It read, “Dear Jonathan, you’ve reminded us all that it’s never too late to be on the nice list. With love, Santa.”

In that moment, Mr. Marlowe felt a warmth in his heart that he thought he had lost forever. It was a Christmas miracle, a reminder that the spirit of the season could touch even the coldest of hearts and lead them back to the light. The old man had found his way back onto the nice list, not through acts of selfishness but through acts of kindness, forgiveness, and a willingness to change.
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