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                “Fortune Teller” by Jana DeLeon is a captivating mystery novel that takes readers on a thrilling journey filled with secrets, suspense, and a touch of the supernatural. Set in a small Louisiana town, the story follows Fortune Redding, a former CIA operative turned professional fortune teller, as she finds herself caught in the midst of a murder investigation.

Fortune Redding is a woman with a complicated past and a knack for getting into trouble. When a local woman is found dead, and the police suspect foul play, Fortune’s unique skills as a fortune teller make her an unlikely but valuable asset to the investigation. With her quick wit, sharp intuition, and a little help from her eccentric friends, Fortune dives headfirst into the mystery, determined to uncover the truth behind the murder.

Jana DeLeon’s storytelling prowess shines in “Fortune Teller” as she crafts a fast-paced and engaging narrative. The author’s vivid descriptions bring the Louisiana setting to life, immersing readers in the quirky charm and atmosphere of the small town. From the lively streets of Sinful to the eerie bayous that surround it, the author’s attention to detail transports readers into the heart of the story.

The characters in “Fortune Teller” are a delightful ensemble, each with their own unique quirks and personalities. Fortune is a strong and resourceful protagonist, armed with her intelligence and a dry sense of humor that keeps readers entertained. Her interactions with her new friends, Ida Belle and Gertie, provide plenty of comedic moments and lighthearted banter that add depth to the story.

The murder investigation serves as the central plot thread, driving the narrative forward with a steady stream of clues, suspects, and unexpected twists. Jana DeLeon skillfully keeps readers guessing, introducing red herrings and veering the investigation in different directions. The suspense builds gradually, keeping readers on the edge of their seats as the puzzle pieces come together.

While “Fortune Teller” is primarily a mystery novel, it also explores themes of friendship, trust, and personal growth. Fortune’s journey goes beyond solving the murder as she learns to trust her instincts, confront her past, and embrace the unexpected opportunities that come her way. The character development is well-executed, adding emotional depth to the story and creating a satisfying arc for Fortune.

The supernatural element of Fortune’s fortune-telling adds an intriguing layer to the plot. While she doesn’t possess actual psychic abilities, her insightful readings and intuition often lead her in the right direction. Jana DeLeon strikes a delicate balance, presenting the supernatural element as both an intriguing aspect of Fortune’s character and a plot device that enhances the mystery.

The climax of the story is filled with tension and high stakes as Fortune races against the clock to catch the killer and bring justice to the small town. The resolution ties up loose ends while leaving room for further adventures in the series.

“Fortune Teller” is a delightful and entertaining mystery novel that showcases Jana DeLeon’s storytelling skills. With its engaging characters, atmospheric setting, and a touch of the supernatural, this book is a page-turner from start to finish. It will appeal to fans of cozy mysteries and those who enjoy a good blend of suspense, humor, and a dash of the paranormal.

In conclusion, “Fortune Teller” is a captivating mystery that combines elements of humor, suspense, and the supernatural. Jana DeLeon’s masterful storytelling and vibrant characters make for an enjoyable reading experience. It is a perfect choice for anyone looking for a light-hearted and engaging mystery novel with a dash of southern charm.
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